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Thought every shade wall was the same?
Guess again! We test 6 different options
to show you what’s best
WORDS BY TIM FERRIER, PHOTOGRAPHY BY DEAN JOHNSON
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SHADE WALL TIPS YOU NEED TO KNOW
UNDERSTANDING
SHADE WALL
RATINGS � IS IT
JUST MARKETING?

SHADE FACTOR:

This term refers to how much sun the
shade wall material will block out. 100%
is total blockout (a thick tarp might
achieve this), while normal shade cloth
would have roughly 70% blockout.

UVR:

This number shows the percentage of
UVA and UVB rays that are blocked
by the shade wall. The higher this
rating, the safer the shade is.

UPF:

This rating shows you an overall
Sun Protection Factor, ranging
from 0 to 100. Like sunscreen and
sun-protective clothing, the higher
the rating, the safer the shade is.
You really want to be looking for
something roughly 15 or more.

WHAT COLOUR
SHOULD YOU
CHOOSE?

Most caravanners will pick a shade
wall that simply matches the colour
of their awning and caravan, but did
you know that the colour of your
shade wall can make a huge difference
when it comes to shade, UV and temp
ratings? Let’s use the Sunbuster Solar
Shade as an example. The Navy Blue
shade we tested has a UVR of 98.2, a
shade factor of 98%, and a UPF rating
of 99. Compare this to their Jade
Green colour, which has a UVR of
94.9, a shade factor of 89%, and a UPF
rating of just 19.
Generally speaking, darker colours
will give you a better shade, however
a lighter colour will deflect more heat,
keeping temperatures lower.

WHY SHADE
CLOTH JUST
DOESN’T CUT IT

The six shade walls we’ve tested are made
specifically for us caravanners to live
under. Normal shade cloth you’d buy at a
hardware store, and some cheaper shade
walls made, aren’t right for us, in fact,
when you think about it, shade cloth is
made for agricultural applications.

HUGE REAL WORLD COMPARISON
– HOW WE DID IT
WHAT WE TESTED
BUILD QUALITY:

When we talk build quality, we’re
talking what bead the wall has for
attaching to the awning (rope bead
preferred), quality of eyelets – how
many there are and whether they are
reinforced, and finally, the quality of
stitching. Each shade wall is given a
rating out of 5 in this category.

PRIVACY:

HOW WE GET
THESE RATINGS
There’s only one way we can get these
ratings in Australia on shade walls,
and that’s through an independent
Shadecloth Test Report from the
Australian Radiation Protection and
Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA).
Not all shade walls have this, so we
suggest ensuring you can see a copy
to verify the shade wall your buying
has been tested.

Shade is one thing – another big
reason for these walls is privacy. If
you’re regularly camping in caravan
parks or busy free camps, having your
own little private outdoor area is a
must – so we checked to see which
shade wall provided the most privacy,
while still allowing you to look out.

INCLUSIONS:

Some came with brilliant tie downs
and bags, while others you’re just
buying a shade wall. Inclusions are a
big part of the value for money rating
for each, so it’s important what addons you’ll need to purchase.

SHADE AND
UV RATINGS:

We put the manufacturer’s rated
shade and UV rating head to head
to see which wall is doing the
best job in this category. Bonus
marks to any shade wall that has
a UPF rating – which can only
be collected from independent
testing by the Australian Radiation
Protection and Nuclear Safety
Agency (ARPANSA). This rating
is a true measurement of how
much ultraviolet radiation is being
blocked, rather than just how much
shade is being provided.

BREATHABILITY:

The reason why you don’t just throw
a cheap tarp up instead? You want
shade in hot conditions – but what
else do you want in hot conditions?
A breeze! We checked each shade
wall on its ability to let a breeze in.
However, it’s all about finding the
balance between letting breeze in,
and keeping the sun out!

TEMPERATURE
REDUCTION:

The main reason we want shade, is
of course to keep cool. To test how
effective each shade wall is in this
category, we used a temperature gun
to measure temps on the outside of the
shade wall, and then measured ambient
temperature in the shade behind
the wall. Two separate electronic
thermometers were used in the shade to
give an average ambient temp.

DISCLAIMER
Prices and UV(UVR) ratings
were provided by shade wall
manufacturers.
Prices correct and time of
publication and subject to change.
Figures presented are based on
climatic conditions on the day of
testing. A different day, or different
part of the day could alter results.
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SHADE WALLS TESTED!

KAKADU SUNSCREEN

We put 6 brands head to head to see which one you should
depend on when camping – here’s how they stacked up!

INFO:

RRP Tested: $160
Sizes: 14
Colours: 5

CAMEC
INFO:

RRP Tested: $115
Sizes: 8 (4m x 1.8m tested)
Colours: 1 - grey

RESULTS:

BUILD QUALITY: 3.5/5
PRIVACY: 4/5
INCLUSIONS: 2/5
BREATHABILITY: 3.5/5
SHADE RATING: 90%
UVR RATING: 88.67%
OUTSIDE TEMP: 30.5°C
AWNING TEMP: 35.8°C

WHAT WE THOUGHT:

CGEAR PRIVACY SCREEN
WHAT WE THOUGHT:

We’re all 100% aware of the CGear
MultiMat, one of the most popular
ground mats on the market, but how
many of you knew Cgear made an
equally high quality Privacy Screen?
We like the use of D-rings, and the
abundance of them, and also felt it was
one of the best for letting the breeze
in, while still ensuring privacy is kept.

COAST FRONT SUNSCREEN
INFO:

RRP Tested: $122.55
Sizes: 16 (3.7m x 1.8m tested)
Colours: 1

RESULTS:

BUILD QUALITY: 4.5/5
PRIVACY: 4/5
INCLUSIONS: 4/5
BREATHABILITY: 4/5
SHADE RATING: 86.6%
UVR RATING: 90.4%
OUTSIDE TEMP: 29.3°C
AWNING TEMP: 24.2°C
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RESULTS:

Camec have specialised in quality
RV accessories for what seems like
eternity, and you can tell there’s some
experience behind the creation of this
shade wall. The inclusion of stainless
steel D-rings is brilliant; however we
would have liked to have seen a bit
more reinforcement on corners. The
Camec Shade Wall has two beads –
one 5mm and one 7mm – for different
awning tracks.

WHAT WE THOUGHT:

The Coast Sunscreen was the only shade
wall to come with pegs and rope – it
would have scored full marks in inclusions
if the bag was a bit better quality.
Speaking of quality, we could hardly fault
this shade wall. Corners were reinforced
well, the bead was well stitched and went
on very easily, and we love the fact Coast
to Coast (RV Parts Express) have gone
the extra mile and got their shade wall
material tested at ARPANSA for shade
and UVR figures. For just $122.55 RRP,
it’s going to be hard to beat this wall when
it comes to value for money!

BUILD QUALITY: 4/5
PRIVACY: 4/5
INCLUSIONS: 4/5
BREATHABILITY: 4/5
SHADE RATING: 90%
CLAIMED UV PROTECTION: 90%
UVR RATING: N/A
OUTSIDE TEMP: 28.9°C
AWNING TEMP: 24.7°C

Note the full vinyl
reinforcing all the
way around

WHAT WE THOUGHT:

When it comes to performance,
durability, and price – Kakadu tick all
three boxes. We particularly liked the
vinyl reinforcing all the way around
the border of the shade wall – it’ll stop
it from tearing, and stop it from losing
shape/curling. Kakadu also has a
huge size and colour range. This is the
shade wall that will last you countless
trips up north to the tropics – it’s
built well, and breathes brilliantly,
while reducing temperatures perfectly.
Great work Kakadu!

RV SHADES AND COVERS SHADE WALL
INFO:

INFO:

RESULTS:

RESULTS:

RRP Tested: $150
Sizes: 9 (3.66m x 1.8m Tested
Colours: 1

RRP Tested: $280
Sizes: Custom made to order
Colours: Unlimited

BUILD QUALITY: 3/5
PRIVACY: 3.5/5
INCLUSIONS: 2/5
BREATHABILITY: 4/5
SHADE RATING: 90%
CLAIMED UV PROTECTION: 90%
UVR RATING: N/A
OUTSIDE TEMP: 31.3°C
AWNING TEMP: 25.7°C

BUILD QUALITY: 3.5/5
PRIVACY: 3/5
INCLUSIONS: 3/5
BREATHABILITY: 5/5
SHADE RATING: 84.5%
UVR RATING: 88.5%
OUTSIDE TEMP: 28°C
AWNING TEMP: 25°C

WHAT WE THOUGHT:

The RV Shade and Covers Shade Wall
might lack in privacy, but was the
most breathable, and the only one to
have straps for your awning legs, to
keep it secured and taut. Best of all,
RV Shade & Covers have a unique
option for those wanting a slightly
different shade wall – they actually
give you the most a bright print of
a photo on the outside. It’s a great
way to add some colour to your setup,
without losing effectiveness of the
shade wall.

SUNBUSTER SOLAR SHADE
INFO:

RRP Tested: $115
Sizes: 8 (4m x 1/8m tested)
Colours: 1 - grey

RESULTS:

BUILD QUALITY:4.5/5
PRIVACY: 4/5
INCLUSIONS: 4/5
BREATHABILITY: 3/5
SHADE RATING: 98%
UVR RATING: 98.2%
OUTSIDE TEMP: 32°C
AWNING TEMP: 25.2°C

WHAT WE THOUGHT:

There’s a reason why Sunbuster back
their product so heavily – it just
works! Their Solar Shade has the
highest rated Shade and UVR rating,
plus the navy blue version has a UPF
rating of 99 – which is phenomenal!
It also comes with reinforced brass
eyelets, a brilliant bag and occy
straps to keep it secure. It scored low
in breathability, but that’s because
Sunbuster believe the key to a cool
outdoor area is let the hot air escape,
not to let hot air blow in, which is
why they’ve specifically designed the

Solar Shade to do so. For most of
Australia, it’s a good theory, but when
you’re in the humid tropics, any breeze
is a good breeze.
www.caravanandmotorhome.com.au
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THE VERDICT
IF MONEY NO WAS NO OBJECT:
SUNBUSTER SOLAR SHADE
RRP: $242

Sunbuster have gone above and beyond to make a shade wall that is built to
not only last a lifetime of touring in tough Aussie conditions; it’ll also keep us
shaded and very safe from the sun’s harsh UV rays. Their huge range of colours,
plus their inclusions like the quality bag and occy straps, are important, however
Sunbuster take the cake purely for being top quality, and providing brilliant shade.
The question is, for $200+, is it worth the money? Absolutely, especially if you’re
planning on touring the outback and spending weeks free camping up the Top
End. In places like the NT, Darwin and northern QLD, you need safe shade for
yourself, your kids and your pets.

BEST VALUE FOR MONEY:
COAST FRONT SUNSCREEN

RRP: $122.55
Coast to Coast has spent the time and money to develop a shade wall that is
designed to provide ample shade, built to last, and more importantly, at a price
point that is affordable for any caravanner. We particularly appreciated that Coast
to Coast took the time to seek their UV ratings from ARPANSA - the Australian
Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency. It’s also the little things that
count; Coast have reinforced all the eyelets, and provide all the ropes and pegs
you need – on a $120 product, saving yourself another $30 of accessories sure does
make a difference. Great work Coast to Coast!

WHERE TO GET THEM
CAMEC
PH: (03) 9799 6455
W: www.camec.com.au
COAST TO COAST
(RV PARTS EXPRESS)
PH: (02) 9645 7666
W: www.rvpartsexpress.com.au
KAKADU ANNEXES
PH: 1300 782 235
W: www.kakaduannexes.com.au
RV SHADES & COVERS
PH: 0407 208 160
W: www.rvshadeandcovers.com.au
SUNBUSTER
PH: 1800 472 665
W: www.sunbuster.net.au
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